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Prepare to be captivated by the extraordinary tale of Tree-ear, a young
Korean orphan living in the Joseon Dynasty. In Linda Sue Park's award-
winning novel "Single Shard," you will witness the indomitable spirit of a
child who overcomes unimaginable hardship to pursue his dream.
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A Young Boy's Journey to Fulfill an Ancient Tradition

Tree-ear's life takes an unexpected turn when he is chosen to participate in
a royal pottery competition. Despite his disadvantaged background, he
possesses an innate talent for shaping clay. With each stroke of his fingers,
he uncovers not only his artistic abilities but also the strength that lies
within him.

Unwavering Determination in the Face of Adversity

As Tree-ear ventures into the world of competition, he encounters
formidable opponents and faces countless obstacles. Yet, through it all, he
remains steadfast in his pursuit of the prize—a single shard of the finest
porcelain in the kingdom. This elusive goal becomes a symbol of hope and
the possibility of a better future.
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A Tapestry of Korean History and Culture

"Single Shard" is a rich tapestry that weaves together the history and
culture of ancient Korea. Through Tree-ear's journey, you will gain insights
into the intricacies of Joseon Dynasty society, the significance of ceramics
in Korean art, and the challenges and opportunities that shaped the lives of
ordinary people.

A Timeless Story for Young and Old Alike

Linda Sue Park's novel transcends age barriers, appealing to both young
and adult readers. Its themes of perseverance, the power of dreams, and
the transformative nature of art resonate deeply with audiences of all
backgrounds.

Critical Acclaim and Educational Value

"Single Shard" has received widespread critical acclaim, earning numerous
awards, including the Newbery Medal and the Michael L. Printz Award. Its
compelling narrative and exceptional literary quality make it an invaluable
resource for educators seeking to engage students with historical fiction,
cultural studies, and the exploration of human resilience.

Educators' Guide and Activity Packet

To enhance your educational experience, Random House offers a
comprehensive Educators' Guide and Activity Packet. This resource
includes discussion questions, writing prompts, historical background
information, and a variety of student activities that foster critical thinking,
creativity, and historical empathy.

Book Excerpt



"Tree-ear lifted the tea bowl from the kiln. It was midnight, but a sliver of
moon gave him enough light to see the smooth lines of the bowl, the way it
seemed to glow in the darkness. Tree-ear cradled the bowl in his hands, his
heart pounding in his chest. He had never seen anything so beautiful.

'Is it done?' Min asked, her voice barely a whisper.

Tree-ear nodded. 'It is done.'"

Praise for "Single Shard"

"A simply magnificent book."—The New York Times

"A rich historical novel with a vibrant setting and an inspiring protagonist."—
Kirkus Reviews

"A moving and unforgettable story of hope, resilience, and the
transformative power of art."—School Library Journal

Free Download Your Copy Today

Don't miss out on this extraordinary novel that will ignite your imagination
and leave a lasting impression. Free Download your copy of "Single Shard"
by Linda Sue Park today and embark on a journey to a world of resilience,
creativity, and the indomitable spirit of a young boy.
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