
Operation Goodwood: A Detailed Account
Over the Battlefield
Operation Goodwood was a British offensive operation launched on 18 July
1944, as part of Operation Overlord, the Allied invasion of Normandy during
World War II. The operation was intended to break through the German
lines south of Caen and capture the city of Vire.
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The operation was planned by Lieutenant-General Sir Richard O'Connor,
commander of VIII Corps. O'Connor's plan was to use three armored
divisions to break through the German lines, while two infantry divisions
protected their flanks. The armored divisions would then advance on Vire,
while the infantry divisions would secure the flanks and capture the town of
Villers-Bocage.

The operation began at 07:45 on 18 July, with the armored divisions
advancing behind a heavy artillery barrage. The Germans were caught off
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guard and the British made good progress initially. However, the Germans
soon rallied and began to counterattack. The British armor was unable to
break through the German lines and the infantry divisions were unable to
secure the flanks.

By the end of the day, the British had suffered over 4,000 casualties and
had failed to achieve their objectives. Operation Goodwood was a costly
failure, but it did help to wear down the German forces and prepare the way
for the eventual Allied breakout from Normandy.

The Battlefield

The battlefield of Operation Goodwood is located in the countryside south
of Caen. The terrain is a mix of open fields, hedgerows, and small villages.
The area is also crisscrossed by numerous rivers and streams.

The German defenses in the area were formidable. The Germans had
constructed a series of bunkers, trenches, and anti-tank obstacles. They
also had a number of artillery batteries in the area.

The British forces faced a difficult challenge in attacking the German
defenses. The terrain was unfavorable for armor, and the Germans were
well-prepared. The British were also outnumbered by the Germans.

The Aftermath

Operation Goodwood was a costly failure for the British. The operation
failed to achieve its objectives and resulted in over 4,000 casualties.
However, the operation did help to wear down the German forces and
prepare the way for the eventual Allied breakout from Normandy.



The battlefield of Operation Goodwood is now a memorial to the men who
fought and died there. The battlefield is open to the public and visitors can
learn about the operation and its aftermath.

Operation Goodwood was a significant event in the history of World War II.
The operation was a costly failure, but it did help to pave the way for the
eventual Allied victory in Normandy.

The battlefield of Operation Goodwood is a reminder of the sacrifices made
by the men who fought there. The battlefield is open to the public and
visitors can learn about the operation and its aftermath.
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