
The Ongoing Dehumanizing Legacy of the
Doctrine of Discovery: A Must-Read for
Understanding Systemic Oppression
The Doctrine of Discovery, a legal principle that emerged during the era of
European colonialism, has left a profound and enduring legacy of
dehumanization and oppression that continues to shape the world we live
in today. In her groundbreaking book, "The Ongoing Dehumanizing Legacy
of the Doctrine of Discovery," acclaimed scholar and activist Eve Tuck
meticulously examines the insidious ways in which this doctrine has been
used to justify the dispossession, subjugation, and violence against
Indigenous peoples. Through a rigorous analysis of historical documents,
legal cases, and contemporary events, Tuck provides a compelling
indictment of the Doctrine of Discovery and its lasting impact on Indigenous
rights, sovereignty, and identity.

The Origins and Development of the Doctrine of Discovery

The Doctrine of Discovery can be traced back to the papal bulls issued by
Pope Nicholas V in 1452 and Pope Alexander VI in 1493, which granted
European monarchs the exclusive right to explore, conquer, and claim
lands that were not already occupied by Christian rulers. These bulls were
rooted in the belief that non-Christian lands and peoples were terra nullius,
or "empty lands," devoid of any legitimate ownership or sovereignty. This
concept paved the way for the European colonization of the Americas,
Africa, and other regions, and provided the legal justification for the
displacement, enslavement, and genocide of Indigenous peoples.
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Tuck meticulously traces the evolution of the Doctrine of Discovery through
centuries of legal and political precedents, demonstrating how it has been
used to legitimize the theft of Indigenous lands, the forcible removal of
Indigenous peoples from their ancestral territories, and the denial of their
rights to self-determination and cultural autonomy.

The Dehumanizing Impact of the Doctrine of Discovery

The Doctrine of Discovery has had a profound and lasting impact on the
lives of Indigenous peoples around the world. Tuck argues that this doctrine
has served to dehumanize Indigenous peoples by denying their inherent
rights and reducing them to objects of conquest and exploitation. The
doctrine has justified the forced removal of Indigenous children from their
families and communities, the destruction of their sacred sites and cultural
practices, and the denial of their right to free and informed consent.
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Furthermore, Tuck demonstrates how the Doctrine of Discovery has
shaped the way that Indigenous peoples are perceived and treated in
society. She argues that the doctrine has created a pervasive culture of
racism and discrimination that continues to exclude and marginalize
Indigenous peoples. The dehumanizing legacy of the doctrine has had a
devastating impact on the mental, physical, and spiritual well-being of
Indigenous communities.

The Doctrine of Discovery in Contemporary Society

Tuck argues that the Doctrine of Discovery is not a relic of the past, but
continues to exert a powerful influence on contemporary society. She
points to numerous examples of how the doctrine is still being used to
justify the dispossession and oppression of Indigenous peoples. For
instance, she examines the ongoing struggle for Indigenous land rights in
Canada, Australia, and the United States. She also discusses the role of
the Doctrine of Discovery in the criminalization of Indigenous activism and
the denial of Indigenous self-government.



Tuck concludes by arguing that the ongoing dehumanizing legacy of the
Doctrine of Discovery is a major obstacle to achieving genuine
reconciliation and justice for Indigenous peoples. She calls for a
fundamental re-examination of the doctrine and its impact, and for the
adoption of a transformative approach that recognizes the inherent rights
and sovereignty of Indigenous peoples.

Eve Tuck's "The Ongoing Dehumanizing Legacy of the Doctrine of
Discovery" is a must-read for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of
the systemic oppression that Indigenous peoples have faced throughout
history. Through a rigorous and unflinching analysis, Tuck exposes the
insidious ways in which the Doctrine of Discovery has been used to justify
the dehumanization and dispossession of Indigenous peoples. This
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groundbreaking work is a clarion call for the dismantling of this harmful
doctrine and for the creation of a more just and equitable world.
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